We are here to make an impact and show up every day for families
navigating childhood cancer and blood disorders. We believe that
each family should be surrounded by practical support during this
exceptionally difficult time, and we work tirelessly every day to make
that happen. WE SHOW UP, SO FAMILIES ARE NOT ALONE. As we
challenge the status quo of support for families in BC, we take time to
ask, listen, and respond to the most pressing needs.
Thanks to our incredible donors, supporters, volunteers, and families,
we’ve had a year of greater innovation than we ever imagined.

Shannon Hartwig, Executive Director
West Coast Kids Cancer Foundation

Dear Friends,
We are proud to share with you the impact WCK has had on families navigating
childhood cancer and blood disorders in British Columbia in 2020. Thanks to you!
Yes, 2020 was a challenging year for everyone! So much changed in the world. For us, it
meant swiftly adapting to meet the basic and tangible needs for families navigating
childhood cancer amidst a pandemic.
Since the inception of the West Coast Kids Cancer Foundation in 2017, we have
committed to doing more for children and families in this province facing the
devastating diagnosis of childhood cancer or blood disorder. We made space to listen,
and we heard parents when they spoke of their fears for their child, their cancer
experience and the gaps in support.
Standing with parents and their child receiving treatment in the hospital, we first
offered Smoothie Sundays in 2019. Becoming aware of greater food needs, we
launched programs Food in the Freezer and Nourish at Home. Our Hangouts program
to reduce isolation and increase connection evolved from our City Camp and
continues to expand as more dedicated volunteers come on board. As a part of this
community, you have played an essential role in responding to those gaps in support.
We have talked about developing a peaceful wilderness retreat for families since the
inception of this Foundation. We continue to refine and edit our thoughts and vision
for this space, particularly in the last year. Our dream endures, and we will continue to
seek a solution that allows us to change our dream into reality.
None of this is accomplished without our creative staff team, the dedicated volunteers
and the committed Board of Directors. Most of all, our ability to support families is
dependent on the financial support of our generous donors and corporate supporters.
WCK provides increasing levels of support to families and kids because of you.

Colin Worth, WCK Board Chair
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Each year in British Columbia, approximately 150 children are
diagnosed with cancer. 2020 led WCK down a path of extraordinary
success, a path that led to practical support for over 100 families
navigating childhood cancer and blood disorders.
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PROGRAM - SMOOTHIE SUNDAYS
WCK volunteers made 170 custom-made organic
smoothies in the first two months of 2020. Making
smoothies at BC Children’s Hospital allowed us to see
firsthand the challenges caregivers experience in getting
nourishing food while sitting bedside with their kids.

Custom
organic
smoothies

PROGRAM - FOOD IN THE FREEZER
With the help of our volunteers, WCK delivered frozen
meals and snack packs for caregivers at BC Children’s
Hospital and Surrey Memorial Hospital.
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PROGRAM - NOURISH AT HOME
Every family needs nourishment. When a family has a child
with cancer, putting a healthy dinner on the table
becomes nearly impossible. Nourish at Home provides
tangible support to families by delivering fully prepared
frozen meals right to their doorstep.

Meals to
family homes

We asked Arabella Young in Victoria, BC what how
Nourish at Home impacted their family.
HOW DID YOU GET CONNECTED WITH WCK?
Dez, being super industrious, heard that WCK was making
port shirts and reached out to inquire. Mina whipped up a
shirt and mailed it over, and that was our first introduction
to West Coast Kids.
Watch the video to learn
how the Nourish at Home
program works.

TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOUR FAMILY.
We are a family of 6 who has all been affected by Dez’s
health. With Dez being in the hospital for the last 10
months, the family has not only been divided; one parent
at the hospital and one at home with Dez’s 3 younger
siblings, but also are living a very difficult time of extreme
isolation. Staying connected has been a challenge.
WHAT DOES NOURISH AT HOME MEAN FOR YOUR
FAMILY?
Having meals delivered to our door means me and my
family can eat healthy food without stressful shopping
and meal prep. Time right now is so scarce between
supporting our child in the hospital and spending time
with our children at home. These meals remind us that
we are cared for.
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PROGRAM - WCK HANGOUTS
In-person programs like City Camp had to be put on pause
because of COVID this year, leaving an essential need for
kids to stay connected while staying safe.
The WCK Hangouts program connects kids and their
siblings from all over BC with kids who understand what
they are experiencing. Together with amazing volunteers,
Hangouts provides a simple way for kids to connect and
feel less alone.

Kids
connected
hours of
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Kyla

Serenity

We talked to Serenity Granger, who has been on 1-ON-1
Hangouts with volunteer, Kyla
TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOU.
I am 11. I love crafting and I really like Hangouts because I
miss interacting with people so much.
AND ABOUT YOUR FAMILY?
Justice is 9 - Justice loves sloths. He had cancer for the
first time when he was 2 and then he got it again.
Lovemica, she is 4 and she is newly adopted. Mom and
Daddy live with us too.
WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE PART OF HANGOUTS?
That’s kinda hard because I love all of it but I would say
the best part is when we get to talk with Kyla. I get to show
her what I’ve been doing and working on that week. Then
we play games or Kyla helps me with the book I am
writing. We are on chapter 4, it's called “The Desert”.

Serenity
virtually
connected on
Hangouts for
23 weeks and
Counting
.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE BEST ABOUT KYLA, YOUR
HANGOUT VOLUNTEER?
I really like her hair and I like that she is really friendly
and that she includes Lovemica and always makes her
feel welcome.
HOW DO YOU FEEL AFTER YOUR HANGOUT?
I feel super, super happy and satisfied with myself. When
I play games or work on my book I feel satisfied with
what I got done.
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The PJs reached 78 families all over B.C.

PROGRAM - PJ DRIVE
Together, we took PJ Drive
to a whole new level.
In 2020, we Delivered 488
PJs to families dealing with
childhood cancer all over
British Columbia.

pjs to
hospitals

pjs to
78 families'
homes

pajamas
across B.C.
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We asked Shannon Dixon,
owner of Simply Merino,
why she donates to the
WCK PJ drive.

WHAT IS SIMPLY MERINO?
Simply Merino specializes in 100% organic merino wool
products for the whole family, designed and made in
Vancouver by a Mom of two.
HOW ARE YOU INVOLVED IN THE PJ DRIVE?
When we heard about the WCK PJ drive, I knew we would
donate Pjs but when I got to thinking, I wanted to do
more. I rallied other small local brands to donate PJs to
these amazing families.

Simply Merino donated
over $900 worth of merino
wool PJs for kids and
brought on five other
brands to support this
initiative. This is a photo of
Kai wearing Simply Merino
from the PJ Drive.

WHY DO YOU SUPPORT THE PJ DRIVE?
I care because I am a mom of two small kids, and I have
friends who have had to go through the experience of
having a child with cancer. I wanted to do anything I could
to help families in this most difficult time - how could
I not want to help!? It was really important to me that
these kids get the highest quality pyjamas made with
toxic-free and natural materials. These kids deserve to
have the very best in this exceptionally challenging time.
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WCK is committed to transparency about how donations
are used to directly impact families navigating childhood
cancer in BC. If you have questions about our financials,
we invite you to be in touch. We always want to
communicate with clarity and transparency.

Notes below are from our
favourite Accountant and
WCK Board Member,
Bob Lawrence.

*

*

Unaudited*: It's sort of like
comparing an ultrasound
with a colonoscopy.
Unaudited means we think
our financial statements
are accurate, but we didn’t
pay for an independent
accounting firm to provide
their opinion. We chose
“unaudited” so we could
spend more money on
programs. We will be
getting our statements
audited in the future, since
we think it will help us raise
more funds to spend on
programs.

Cash - City Camp*: In 2019
we received a generous
contribution for our 2020
City Camp program
(wooohooo!!), but when
COVID hit and we had to
cancel the 2020 program,
the donor told us to go
ahead and spend the
money on our other
programs. Yay, generous
donors!!!
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Office*: Our office expense
went down in 2020 for two
reasons. First, 2019 was our
first year having an office,
so we had to buy a lot of
first time office things, like
printers, stationary, office
supplies, etc. that we didn’t
need to buy again in 2020.
Second, we had lots of staff
in 2019 for City Camp and
other programs, and we
paid them a monthly
allowance for using their
own computers.

Rent*: Our rent is higher in
2020 because until June
2019, WCK’s “office” was
our ED's kitchen table. As
our programs got going, we
rented offices at Fortius
starting in June 2019. So
while 2020 includes 12
months of rent, 2019 only
includes 7 months of rent.

*

*
*

Wages and benefit*: On
this schedule, no admin
expenses have been
allocated to programs. On
the expense breakdown
chart (on page 9), we tried
to give a more accurate
representation of the costs
of each program by
attributing admin expenses
to the programs they were
directly related to.

NOTES TO UNAUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2020
1. INCORPORATION
West Coast Kids Cancer Foundation is a not-for-profit foundation incorporated on March 30,
2017, to provide services to children with cancer and other blood diseases, and their families. It
commenced active operations in February 2018.
2. WRITE-DOWN OF DEFERRED CAMP DEVELOPMENT COSTS
During the years 2018 to 2020, West Coast Kids Cancer Foundation invested $69,074 in architect,
engineering and other related costs as part of its plan to develop a camp property in the District
of Mission. While the Foundation still intends to develop such a property, the timing, location
and nature of such development is uncertain. Therefore, the costs related to this development
were written down to nil in the current year.
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United Way - Government of Canada
Pacific Blue Cross Health Foundation
Nicola Wealth Gives Back
Diamond Abramowich Family
Brad Wait Foundation

Best Buy Coquitlam
Hobgoblin Foundation
Barry Drummond
Macnee Family

Miller Titerle + Company
Cornerstone Protection Services
Incrementa (Un)consulting
Veer Business Associates

Noble Ridge Vineyard and Winery
Freestyle Fitness
Pace Processing
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West Coast Kids Cancer Foundation stepped up and connected
with us in the hardest part of our fight. They truly are the
needed hands and feet of cancer families, finding the most
important needs and filling them!
Food for parents in the hospital, food for families in the fight at
home - no matter where in BC they live, activities and
engagement for siblings and cancer kids, grocery gift cards,
and soon mental health programming and resources and so
much more.
They are an organization that looks for the needs and finds
solutions to ensure they are filled. There is nothing else like
them around and I am so proud of the work that they do.

wckfoundation.ca

